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House of Representatives

The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Tuesday, May 5, 2015, at 11:30 a.m.

The Senate met at 3 p.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. HATCH).

—————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Lord God Omnipotent, Your power
and love destroyed the darkness of
death and sin. Thank You for hardships
that keep us humble and for misfor-
tunes that keep us aware of Your power
and goodness.

Lord, rule the wills of our lawmakers
by Your might as You use them to do
Your work on Earth. Give them faith
to look beyond today’s challenges and
trials, believing that neither life nor
death can separate them from Your
love. May they not become bogged
down in self-made cares as they con-
tinue to look to You, the Author and
Finisher of our faith.

Help us all to prove our gratitude to
You by selfless service for those who
need our love and care.

We pray in Your great Name. Amen.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

Senate

MonNDAY, MAY 4, 2015

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.
ERNST). The minority leader is recog-
nized.

———

IRAN NUCLEAR AGREEMENT
REVIEW ACT

Mr. REID. Madam President, every
Member of this body wants to keep
Iran from getting a nuclear weapon—
everyone—Democrats, Republicans,
and Independents. But I have to say, a
number of my Republican friends have
shown an unusual way of showing this.
The chairman and ranking member of
the Foreign Relations Committee
worked to find a middle ground on this
bill that satisfies congressional Demo-
crats, Republicans, and the administra-
tion. It wasn’t easy. In fact, it was a
long and difficult process. That bill
came out of the committee 19 to 0. But
these two good men, the junior Senator
from Maryland and the junior Senator
from Tennessee, were able to strike a
delicate balance that allows Congress
to vote on a final Iran agreement. They
were able to build a consensus along
the way.

The Corker-Cardin bill was reported
out of committee unanimously. Yet be-
fore this compromise even came to the
floor, certain Senate Republicans were
determined to destroy it. A number of
Senate Republicans are prioritizing
Presidential politics over national se-
curity. Others are simply trying to un-
dermine President Obama.

For example, the junior Senator from
Arkansas has been on record for

months stating his desire to see this
negotiation fail. Back in January, be-
fore there was a framework of an
agreement, he said the following about
the ongoing negotiations to stop Iran
from getting a nuclear weapon:

The end of these negotiations isn’t an un-
intended consequence of congressional ac-
tion. It is very much an intended con-
sequence.

It is there what he said, just as clear
as day. The junior Senator from Ar-
kansas and other Republicans want to
see any potential agreement with Iran
crash and burn, even before we know
what is in the final agreement.

Some Republicans have proposed poi-
son pills—poison pill after poison pill—
to what was a noble compromise be-
tween the leaders of the Foreign Rela-
tions Committee. Republicans have
proposed 67 amendments as of right
now. If they could, they would offer
more. Democrats, on the other hand,
do not want to upset this delicate bal-
ance. We have offered no amendments.
Instead, we have striven to preserve
the Corker-Cardin bill.

The difference, as wusual, is that
Democrats want to be constructive and
Republicans continue to want to be de-
structive. Democrats want to pass this
bipartisan bill right now, even as the
junior Senators from Arkansas, Flor-
ida, Texas, and others work to ruin it.

The Senate has already voted on two
poisonous amendments, and we will
vote on more if we have to, but we
don’t have to. It is not necessary. It is
now clear opponents of the bill aren’t
interested in being reasonable. The op-
ponents of the Corker-Cardin legisla-
tion aren’t concerned with finding a
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